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State Pothole Hotline
808-586-7852

City Pothole Hotline
808-768-7777

State Homelessness 
gov.homelessness@hawaii.gov

808-586-0193

City Homelessness 
complaints@honolulu.gov

808-768-4381

Abandoned Vehicles
808-733-2530

Building Permits
808-768-8000

Trash Collection
808-768-3200

Street Light Repair
808-768-5300

The 2022 legislative session was a 
banner year for our community. 
Some of the top accomplishments 
included: record funding for 
housing and the establishment 
of new social housing initiatives; 
making catalytic converter theft 
a felony; new initiatives for 
homelessness; and raising the 
minimum wage to $18 by 2028. 
Read on to learn more about some 
of these important measures that 
will help improve the quality of 
life for everyone in Hawai‘i.
• Social housing (SB2251, SB2583): 

Hawaii launched a new model 
of housing construction with 
these two bills, which enable 
two state agencies, the Hawai‘i 
Housing Finance and Development 
Corporation (HHFDC) and the 
Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority 
(HPHA) to build 99-year leasehold 
homes for all income levels. Hawai‘i 
could adopt the Singapore housing 
model, which successfully houses 
82 percent of their population in 
attractive, well maintained, high 
density condos with minimal 
government subsidy. I believe these 
homes can and will fill the gap 
between supply and demand for the 
severe housing shortage in Hawai‘i.

• Housing funding (HB2511, 
SB3048): The Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands received $600 
million in funding this year, which 
will enable it to pay for infrastructure 
for housing developments for its 
Native Hawaiian beneficiaries 
statewide. It will also be able to 
offer mortgage assistance to those 
on its waitlist as an alternative to 
simply waiting for a home to become 
available. SB3048 appropriates $300 
million to the Rental Housing 
Revolving Fund, of which half will 
go to matching federal Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits and half will go 
toward housing for those up to 100 
percent of the area median income, 
a richer category than those usually 
served by federal subsidies.

• Minimum wage (HB2510): 
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and record high inflation, the cost 
of living in Hawai‘i has increased 
significantly, raising the percentage 
of households that are asset limited, 
income constrained, and employed. 
To address this economic hardship, 
Hawai‘i has decided to raise the 
minimum wage to $12 per hour 
beginning October 1, 2022, until 
up to $18 per hour beginning on 
January 1, 2028, as well as make the 
earned income tax credit refundable 
and permanent. This is a necessary 
step to promote economic stability.
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FINDING WASHED 
UP MARINE DEBRIS? 
REPORT IT
Derelict and discarded fishing 
nets and other marine debris are 
hazardous to marine life and have 
entangled, and in some cases killed, 
many of marine endangered species 
in Hawai‘i such as whales, monk seals 
and sea turtles.

Nonprofit organizations 4ocean 
and Sustainable Coastlines Hawai‘i, 
remind residents and visitors to report 
washed up marine debris along 
Hawai‘i shorelines. This includes 
boats, large accumulations of trash, 
and fishing gear or nets.

Mimi Olry of the DLNR Division of 
Aquatic Resources (DAR) said, “Ghost 
nets, abandoned or lost nets, pose a 
huge danger to marine animals around 
the world. These nets, as they float 
in the ocean attract small juvenile 
species, which in turn attract larger 
feeding fish and marine mammals. 
Nets were created to entrap and are 
often nearly invisible in dim light. Once 
trapped, animals like fish, dolphins, 
seals, whales, sharks and birds starve 
to death or drown struggling to get 
free. As these nets move through 
the ocean, other ropes and nets are 
snagged and if caught on near-shore 
reefs, will tear and destroy corals 
until they finally wash up on shore. 
There they often continue to entangle 
innocent animals.”

The 833-4-da-nets hotline is a 
collaboration between DAR and 
several other organizations on Kaua‘i, 
O‘ahu, Maui and Hawai‘i Island. 

On O‘ahu, 4ocean works in 
collaboration with Sustainable 
Coastlines Hawai‘i (SCH) as well as 
Hawai‘i Marine Animal Response 
(HMAR) to quickly respond to 
the marine debris reports. These 
organizations work collaboratively 
to try and usually remove the nets 
within hours of a report. 6000 lbs of 
derelict fishing gear was removed in 
2021 before it washed back out to sea 
during high tide.

To report marine debris, visit 
dlnr.hawaii.gov/dobor/
reportmarinedebrishawaii.
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• Catalytic converters (SB2279): A wave of catalytic 
converter thefts has swept Hawai‘i, causing damage 
to vehicles. The Legislature passed this bill to 
make violations of the used motor vehicle parts and 
accessories law and the scrap dealer law a class C 
felony; make theft of a catalytic converter a class C 
felony; and require each county police department to 
maintain a database of certain reported information. 
Finally, it initiates education programs to encourage 
residents to take measures to prevent catalytic 
converter thefts.

• Underground fuel tanks (SB2600): The fuel spills 
at Red Hill have endangered the water supply for 
Oahu military bases and threatened aquifers supplying 
water to much of the island. Beginning July 1, 2022, 
Hawai‘i will prohibit the issuance of permits for future 
large capacity storage tank systems mauka of the 
underground injection line, as well as their operation, 
with the exception of maintenance required to safely 

support defueling, environmental requirements, 
operations directly related to defueling, or actions 
required in emergency situations.

• Driver license extensions (SB2679): Effective 
January 1, 2023, Hawaii extends the driver license 
renewal period from two years to four years for 
licensees who are seventy-two years of age or older 
but younger than eighty years. This will reduce the 
burden on motorists in their 70s and promote mobility 
for all individuals.

• Abandoned vehicle fines (HB1414): There are 
numerous abandoned and derelict vehicles on 
public streets in Hawai‘i, which pose a widespread 
environmental hazard and are a public eyesore. These 
vehicles create unsafe and unhealthy conditions for 
Hawai‘i's residents and reduce the state's legal parking 
availability. This bill, which will go into effect on July 
1, 2022, makes the registered owner of a vehicle that 
was deemed abandoned or derelict subject to a tiered 
fine system.
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DIAMOND HEAD 
STATE MONUMENT 
NOW REQUIRING 
RESERVATIONS FOR  
OUT-OF-STATE VISITORS
Listed as a National Natural 
Landmark, the iconic Lē‘ahi 
– Diamond Head State 
Monument (DHSM), is the 
third park unit in the Hawai‘i 
State Park system to require 
advanced reservations. The 
new policy began on May 12th 
and only applies to out-of-
state visitors; Hawai‘i residents 
continue enjoying free access 
without reservations, but entry 
depends on parking availability.
On Kaua‘i at Hā‘ena State Park and 
on Maui at Waiʻānapanapa State Park, 
reservation systems already in place 
have improved visitor experiences and 
have reduced impacts on adjacent 
communities and resources. 

Diamond Head is one of the most 
sought after and visited attractions in 
Hawai‘i. Prior to the pandemic, during 
the 2019 winter holiday period, the 
park had a record visitation day of over 
6000 people. The new reservation 
system is intended to reduce hiker 
congestion along the narrow and 
winding trail to the summit, reduce 
the load on the comfort station and 
reduce vehicle congestion entering 
and exiting the sole access tunnel. 
The DLNR Division of State Parks 

(DSP) hopes to also reduce parking 
issues in urban neighborhoods 
outside of Diamond Head. 

The DSP goal is to improve the quality 
of the experience by reducing access 
during the more popular and currently 
congested morning time period and 
have patrons select the less crowded 
afternoon slots if they must hike on a 
particular day. Otherwise, as with any 
capacity-based reservation system, 
they must select another day. Visitors 
will need to plan in advance. 

The system will rely upon QR codes to 
confirm reservations and will eliminate 
the exchange of cash at the entrance, 
reducing the time it takes to enter 
Diamond Head.

DSP Administrator Curt Cottrell said, 
“We envision being able to modify 
this system for additional parks. The 
key element to crafting a reservation 
system, based on optimal capacity 
management, and improving the 
quality of experience, is to work 
closely with our parking vendors at 
park units where fee collection is 
already happening. These valued 
partners have accurate number’s 
and use patterns of visitors at these 
park units on a daily and seasonal 
basis.” Parks must have the ancillary 
contractors or sufficient staff to 
ensure patronage limits and payment 
requirements are honored. 

During a visit to Diamond Head 
last Thursday, Governor David Ige 
said, “The reservation system is an 
important part of the destination 
management action plan. We want to 
reduce the impact of visitors and really 
ensure that our residents have access 

to these desirable places. We can 
control the numbers of people who 
visit a particular place so they can 
more easily be spread out.”

Visitors parking vehicles in the crater 
will be required to book in two-hour 
time slots beginning at 6 a.m. (two 
consecutive slots can be booked). 
Walk-in and drop-off visitors will be 
subject to one-hour entry time slots. 
Arrival and exit times will be enforced 
to assure adequate turnover to allow 
for later arrivals.

“It is anticipated, as with the 
reservation systems currently in place, 
further adjustments and tweaking may 
be necessary to achieve the desired 
balance between patronage, parking, 
trail capacity, and duration of time 
slots,” Cottrell added.

The DSP is collaborating with the 
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority and its 
extensive visitor service network to 
inform the industry that DHSM is 
undergoing a significant paradigm 
shift to manage visitor numbers and to 
improving the quality of experiences.

Help Shape the Future for Hawai‘i's Kūpuna and Caregivers
The Department of Health, Executive Office on Aging (EOA) is asking for public 
participation to help them assess the needs in the community. The survey entitled, 
“Aging in Hawai‘i” looks at issues faced by you, our kūpuna, and tomorrow’s older adults 
(surveymonkey.com/r/OpenA_EOA). The second survey looks at issues faced by 
Hawai‘i’s caregivers (surveymonkey.com/r/OpenCG_EOA). All responses are strictly 
confidential, voluntary, and anonymous. The information will help shape the development 
of our State Plan on Aging. Each takes approximately 10 minutes to complete.
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"Power to Change" Campaign Launched by Hawaiian Electric  
and Hawai‘i Energy to Urge Conservation

Hawai‘i Energy and Hawaiian Electric have partnered 
and launched the “Power to Change” campaign to 
encourage residents and businesses to think about their 
energy use and take steps to consume less. Reducing 
energy use is especially important during the evening 
peak from 5 to 9 p.m., and customers are urged to shift 
energy use to daytime hours when renewable energy is 
more abundant.

“Small energy-saving changes make a big impact when 
we all do it together,” said Shelee Kimura, Hawaiian 
Electric president and CEO “Whether it’s powering 
down a computer or using fans instead of the air 
conditioner, we urge you to take action to help stabilize 
your electricity bill and build a more sustainable Hawai‘i.”

Hawai‘i Energy and Hawaiian Electric offer the following 
energy-saving tips:
• Replace regular incandescent light bulbs with Light-

emitting Diode (LED) bulbs.
• Use fans instead of air conditioners, or raise the 

thermostat to 78 degrees.
• Reduce the use of anything that generates heat—water 

heater, oven, clothes dryer, stove. Consider a heat 

pump water heater, now available with a $500 rebate 
from Hawaii Energy—it could cut your bill up to 40%.

• Use smart plugs or unplug electronics when not in 
use, including computers, printers, cable boxes, game 
devices, chargers.

• Shorten showers: Cutting two minutes per shower 
could save up to 463 kilowatt-hours and $139 per year.

• Fix leaky faucets. A leaking hot water faucet wastes up 
to $79 in energy costs per year.

• Wash clothes in cold water. Switching to a cold-water 
cycle for two loads a week can save $68 per year.

• Consider rooftop solar. In addition to tax incentives, 
Hawaiian Electric is offering cash incentives through 
its Battery Bonus program to Oahu customers who 
install battery storage.

• Shared solar will soon be available for those who 
can’t put up their own panels but want to save and 
contribute to Hawaii’s clean energy transformation.

For more information, visit hawaiianelectric.com/
powertochange. For Hawaii Energy programs and 
rebates, go to hawaiienergy.com.

"We dream of a Hawai‘i where our economic measurement is not our 
belongings, but how we use and share what we have to inspire belonging 
and lives lived well." —Pono Shim, O'ahu Economic Development Board

What is your vision for our future economy? The O‘ahu Economic 
Development Board and partners invite you to share your hopes and ideas. 
Your input will help create the 2022–2026 O‘ahu Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy and guide island-wide action for a future where all 
can thrive. Take a short survey at surveymonkey.com/r/oahu-economy 
and participate in our virtual community gatherings. Learn more at oedb.
biz/oahu-economy.


