
On Thursday, July 28, World Conservation 
Day, Livable Hawai‘i Kai Hui (LHKH)
announced the preservation of Paiko Ridge, 
the last undeveloped ridge in East Honolulu. 
The sale of the ridge to nonprofit groups marks 
the victory of a decades-long effort to protect 
the ridge’s unique history and ecology.

Paiko Ridge is a mountain range in East 
Honolulu between Niu Valley and Kuli‘ou‘ou. 
The ridge carries significance in ancient 
Hawaiian culture. In ancient times, it was 
called "Ka lapa o mana" (ridge of power). On 
the parcel are ancient Hawaiian cultural sites 
that will now be preserved forever. One of 
these sites is a rock wall that extends across 
the entire ridge. The wall is said to have been 
a fishing boundary marker or a large land 
division boundary marker. This wall is unique 
in the region.

Paiko Ridge lies adjacent to Paiko Lagoon, a 
wildlife sanctuary that is home to endangered 
species such as the Hawaiian Stilt and other 
native species. Additionally, under the 
direction of LHKH, discussions about creating 
a native habitat on Paiko Ridge for endangered 
species have taken place. Building the native 
habitat would protect the endangered Oahu 
‘Elepaio, a monarch flycatcher bird which 
occupies the ridge.

Over the years, there have been multiple 
attempts to develop Paiko Ridge. However, 
community outcry resulted in the termination 
of these efforts. In 2006, developers planned 
to build hundreds of luxury homes on Paiko 
Ridge. Residents responded with vehement 
outrage, and developers eventually abandoned 
the plan. In 2016, developers attempted to 
reboot the goals of developing an area of Paiko 
Ridge. Developers sought to build several 
single-family homes and some duplexes. While 
developers would have constructed the homes 
behind an existing row of houses, incensed 
residents opposed the plan, who feared 
they would build on Paiko Ridge in small 

increments until building projects took over 
the entire ridge. Additionally, the development 
of Paiko Ridge raises environmental concerns. 
The ridge has a history of landslides and 
flooding. Residents fear that construction on 
the land could potentially endanger many 
people and worsen existing problems.

Public acquisition of Paiko Ridge has been 
proposed multiple times over the years. In 
2013, Senator Stanley Chang, then a Honolulu 
City Council member, advocated for the 
City’s purchase of the undeveloped land on 
Paiko Ridge. The proposal passed through 
the Council's approval processes. However, 
the 2017 establishment of a Clear Water 
and Natural Lands Commission caused 
complications in implementing the proposal, 
and it stalled. Other organizations, such as 
Protect Kuli‘ou‘ou, also attempted to raise 
money for the acquisition of the land but failed 
to raise enough funds. 

LHKH has been working for over a decade to 
protect Paiko Ridge and prevent development, 
and those efforts finally reached fruition this 
year. The nonprofit purchased the 335 acres of 
Paiko Ridge in a $3 million deal with previous 
owner LevRed Investors LLC. Elizabeth Reilly, 
president of LHKH, stated, "We appreciate the 
environmental stewardship of LevRed which 
afforded this conservation success story."

The portion of Paiko Ridge now protected by 
LHKH consists of three pieces of land.  The 
Residential Zone (R10) and Preservation 
Zone parcels have a combined land area of 
334.93 acres. LHKH raised $1.3 million to 
purchase those parcels from the landowner, 
LevRed Investors LLC. LevRed then donated 
the balance of their ridge top land to LHKH. 
This includes a 3.5-acre, residential-zoned 
parcel requested in September by Kupa‘aina o 
Kuli‘ou‘ou (KOK) to permanently preserve the 
area from development. Despite the additional 
year added to the process by request from 
KOK, an agreement was able to be reached 
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PAIKO RIDGE 
FOREVER PROTECTED

by Terra Bae
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IN  T HE  COMMUNI T Y

INFLATION REDUCTION 
ACT SIGNED INTO LAW 
By Hannah Li

On August 16, President  
Joe Biden signed the Inflation 
Reduction Act into law. 

This new law will make a historic 
down payment on deficit reduction 
to fight inflation including one of the 
biggest contributions in legislation to 
address climate change. The Inflation 
Reduction Act will invest in:

• Residential Clean Energy 
° Reviving the expired tax credit for 
new energy-efficient homes. 
° Extending residential clean energy 
and energy efficiency home credits. 

• Clean Transportation 
° Extending tax credits for plug-in 
electric and other clean vehicles.

• Utility-Scale Clean Energy 
° Extending the production tax 
credit (PTC) for wind and investment 
tax credit (ITC) for solar and other 
technologies through 2024 and 
returning credit to full value. 

° Creating a new set of technology-
neutral tax credits after the PTC and 
ITC expire. 

• Pollution and Environmental Justice  
° $27 billion to help state, local 
government, and non-profits in 
projects that combat climate 
change in low-income and 
disadvantaged communities. 

• A Fairer Tax Code 
° Imposing a 15% minimum tax rate 
for corporations with more than one 
billion dollars in profits. 
° Levying a 1% tax when companies 
buy back their publicly traded stock. 

• Conservation Efforts 
° $19B for climate-smart agriculture 
(improving soil carbon, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 
supporting organic production). 

What does this mean for Hawai‘i? The 
Inflation Reduction Act for the first time 
will directly support Native Hawaiian-
led climate action. This includes $25 
million for Native Hawaiian climate 
resilience and adaptation and another 
$17 million for the construction and 
replacement of the Hawaiian Islands 
Humpback Whale Sanctuary. In 
addition to investing in local climate 
initiatives, residents of Hawai‘i benefit 
from all the health and energy funds 
allowed by this new law. The following 
are some investments that directly 
affect the constituents in District 9:

• $9 billion in new rebates for Hawai‘i 
residents for home electrification. 

• $1200 annual energy efficiency 
home improvement credit (formerly 
five hundred limit) which can be 
used for heat pumps, doors and 
windows, and other efficiency 
upgrades. 

• $3.6 million for H-1 improvements 
on the island of Oahu. 

Senator Schatz, Chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Transportation and Housing, 
released an interactive map to help 
Hawai‘i residents track where and how 
federal funding he helped secure is 
being spent. Since joining the Senate, 
Senator Schatz has delivered more 
than $16 billion in federal funding to 
Hawai‘i, including more than $240 
million in earmarks this year, placing 
him at seventh in bringing home the 
most earmark funding in the Senate 
according to The New York Times.

“One of my top priorities in the Senate 
is bringing home federal dollars—and 
we’ve delivered billions,”said Senator 
Schatz, a senior member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. 
“These federal funds are helping local 
people with health care, housing, 
education, child care, job training, 
and so much more. As we continue 
securing more money for Hawai‘i, we’ll 
keep providing updated information on 
where and how these funds will help 
people across our state.” 

The interactive federal funding map 
can be accessed at Schatz.Senate.
Gov/FundingMap.

that satisfies all parties. KOK intends to convert the parcel into 
a preservation site using the approved $1.7 million from the City 
& County of Honolulu's Clean Water and Natural Lands Fund. 
KOK is additionally raising $120,000 in the community for survey, 
taxes, insurance, and conversion fees.

Senator Chang expressed his gratitude to LHKH and the entire 
East Honolulu community for their hard work over many years to 
bring this monumental effort to completion. “Without the years of 
vigorous advocacy by the community, Paiko Ridge would always 
be at risk of development, destroying its unique environmental and 
historical features. I’m proud to have stood with the community 
from my first days in office to preserve this treasure. I’d like to 
recognize Livable Hawai‘i Kai Hui’s founder, Elizabeth Reilly,  
for her hard work to overcome all the obstacles to this deal.  
Her leadership is the reason we can celebrate today.”
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The Committee of 100, a leadership 
organization of Chinese Americans in 
business, government, academia, and 
arts, recently hosted a webinar to discuss 
the importance of implementing AAPI 
(Asian American and Pacific Islander) 
curriculum in schools through public 
policy. The webinar conducted a panel 
of state representatives and community 
leaders, including Assemblywoman 
Natha Anderson of Nevada; 
Representative Barbara Ann Fenton-
Fung of Rhode Island; Chief Academic 
Officer Irene Parisi of the Connecticut 
State Department of Education; civil 
rights activist Stewart Kwoh; and Russell 
Pang, the co-founder of Stop AAPI Hate. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
anti-Asian discrimination and hate 
crimes skyrocketed across the United 
States. According to Stop AAPI Hate, 1 
in every 5 Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders have experienced some form of 
discrimination, including harassment, 
physical assault, racial profiling, 
vandalism, and online harassment. 
Racial profiling was one of the most 
reported types of discrimination, half 
of those consisting of anti-Chinese 
remarks towards non-Chinese ethnic 
groups. Thus, in order to combat anti-

Asian discrimination, legislators and 
community activists have emphasized 
the importance of AAPI curriculum in 
education. 

The first process of providing AAPI 
curriculum in schools is through 
legislation. Thus far, only 18 states 
require AAPI curriculum at school 
with only 7 of those 18 states having 
codified requirements in state 
statutes. Russell Pang shared common 
strategies used to create and pass AAPI 
legislation, including researching and 
modeling bills after previous ethnic 
studies legislation, partnering with 
AAPI legislators, building a coalition 
of AAPI organizations and allies of 
color, and involving AAPI parents 
and youth to testify. These strategies 
not only aid in passing legislation, but 
also foster community engagement 
and collaboration. Additionally, 
Representatives Barbara Ann Fenton-
Fung and Natha Anderson highlight 
the value of bipartisan support in AAPI 
legislation. Representative Fenton-Fung, 
a Republican, spoke about the resistance 
towards subjects like Critical Race 
Theory and how education is the first 
step to alleviating apprehension towards 
racial topics.

After legislation is passed, 
implementation is the next key step 
in ensuring AAPI curriculum for 
students. Because implementation is left 
up to the school boards, the quality of 
curriculum and teaching can be varied 
and inconsistent. Thus, Stewart Kwoh, 
who is also the co-founder of the Asian 
American Education Project, spoke of 
the importance of training teachers 
and providing solid and truthful lesson 
plans. Funding is crucial for this stage 
as the quality of training sessions and 
curriculum development are directly 
influenced by the amount of financial 
support. Currently, the Asian American 
Education Project has trained 2500 
teachers and has 53 lesson plans available 
for schools nationwide. 

AAPI curriculum is essential to reducing 
anti-Asian discrimination and sentiment 
nationwide, as this form of education 
can increase empathy and understanding 
without polarization. To watch the 
webinar, visit committee100.org/
events/aapi-curriculum-why-is-it-
important-and-how-to-expand-
access, and to learn more about Stop 
AAPI Hate and the Asian American 
Education Project, visit stopaapihate.
org and asianamericanedu.org. 

YOUR CONCERN S

UPDATE FOR  
HAWAI‘I DRIVERS
ALL DRIVERS MUST PAY 
THE METER FOR STREET 
PARKING. As of July 1, 2021, 
red placards, blue placards, 
and special license plates no 
longer provide a parking meter 
fee exemption. If you have 
a valid drivers license and a 
physical disability that prevents 
you from reaching or operating 
parking meters or unattended 
pay stations, you may qualify 

for a Disabled Paid Parking 
Exemption Permit. Contact the 
Disability and Communication 
Access Board for more 
information or an application 
form at (808) 586-8121, 
dcab@doh.hawali.gov, or 
health.hawaii.gov/dcab.

NEW LICENSING FOR 
ELDERLY DRIVERS. Beginning 
on January 1, 2023, Hawai‘i 
drivers ages 72 to 79 may 
get a four-year "kūpuna" 
driver's license if the driver 
does not have any conditions 

that could impair their driving 
ability. Different guidelines 
apply if a driver over 72 has 
conditions that could impair 
their driving ability. For more 
information, go to tinyurl.com/
kupunadriverslicense. 

The Teaching of Asian American History:  
Why Is It Important and How to Expand Access?

By Terra Bae



Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 226
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813
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PAAC GLOBAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Pacific & Asian Affairs Council (PAAC) Global 
Leadership program is now accepting applications for 
their 2023 Cohort. The PAAC Global Leadership Program 
is open to students in grades nine to twelve. This seven-
month program teaches students to understand complex 
systems surrounding modern global issues. The Global 
Leadership Program includes all expenses, and a $1,000 
stipend will be awarded to participants. 

To learn more and access the online application, go to 
paachawaii.org/global-leadership-program.

Elections Are Right Around the Corner
The general election is on Tuesday, November 8, 2022. Voters 
are reminded of the following: 

• Paper Voter Registration deadline for the general election is 
on Monday, October 31, 2022. Voters who miss the paper 
registration deadline may register at any time using the 
Online Voter Registration system at olvr.hawaii.gov. 

• The ballot packet for the general election will be mailed on 
October 17 and 18, 2022, for O‘ahu voters.

• Voter Service Centers are available to provide accessible 
voting options for voters who need assistance with 

registering and voting, open at Honolulu Hale and 
Kapolei Hale from October 25 through November 8, 
2022, Monday–Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 
on November 8, 2022, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Voter 
Service Centers are closed on Sundays. Two additional 
Voter Service Centers with modified dates and hours of 
operation will be at Kaneohe District Park and George Fred 
Wright Wahiawa District Park.

• There are also fifteen Ballot Drop Box locations across the 
island open daily in accordance with park/facility hours 
through 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 

For more information, please visit honoluluelections.us.
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